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Dear colleagues

The French Association of Agricultural Journalists (AFJA) and the European
Network of Agricultural JournalistsENAJ) are pleased to welcome European
agricultural journalists to the Massif Central and the professional livestock trade fair
Sommet de I'Elevage as part of a Low Budget Press Trip (LBPT) from October 5-8,
2025.

During this press trip you will visit the Sommet de I'Elevage in Clermont-Ferrand,
as well as several farms (Charolais cattle, American bison and dairy cows) and the



research centers of Limagrain and Inrae. The program focuses on livestock farming
and adaptation to climate change.

Key information:

Date: October 5-8, 2025

Participation fee: €250 per person (single room)

Included: Three nights’ accommodation, all transfers, all meals (excluding

drinks), visits and translation services

Not included: Travel costs to and from Clermont-Ferrand*

Number of places: 21

Pre-registration deadline: July 14, 2025 (Final confirmation upon approval
by your national association. Maximum 2 participants per country). You will
receive confirmation of your participation only after receipt of payment by
August 25 at the latest.

Registration link: https://forms.gle/j525aiJpHOWQSKEh8

Arrival and Departure

Journalists are responsible for arranging their own travel to Clermont-Ferrand on
Sunday, October 5 and departure on Wednesday, October 8 in the late afternoon.

Those who wish to extend their stay in the region, may do so at their own expense,
but due to the high number of visitors during the trade fair, advance booking is
strongly recommended.

Your contacts:

Yanne Boloh

President of ENAJ, organizer

yanne.boloh@gmail.com

Melanie Epp

Secretary of ENAJ

melanie@melanierepp.com

Adrian Krebs

Coordinator of the ENAJ low-budget press trip
adrian.krebs@fibl.org


https://forms.gle/j525aiJpH9WQSKEh8

The program is as follows:

Sunday, October 5

18:00 - Arrival at Campanile Hotel Clermont-Ferrand (20 min walk from Clermont-
Ferrand train station)

19:00 - Dinner near the hotel

Monday, October 6

07:00 - Breakfast and check-out

07:30 - Bus departure

08:00 - Arrival at Limagrain’s Domaine de Mons in Aubiat
08:15-09:15 - Presentation of the “Matrix”

The Cropping Systems Matrix is a unique 12-year experimental platform launched
in September 2022 in the heart of the Limagne-Val d'Allier. Its aim is to explore and
test techniques to sustain agricultural productivity—essential for the viability of
farms and food chains—while adapting to climate variability and regulatory
changes.

09:30-10:00 - Bus transfer to Limagrain Research Center in Chappes
10:00-10:15 - Journalist check-in (ID required)

10:15-11:00 - Presentation on plant breeding. Focus on maize: how protein levels
in maize for livestock have evolved.

11:00-12:00 - Sustainability and resilience focus: "How Limagrain addresses the
needs of European livestock farmers in the face of climate change and regulatory
constraints". Concrete examples of Limagrain innovations.

12:00-12:20 - Visit to the maize greenhouse. Greenhouse containing maize (and
sunflower) at different growth stages. Photo opportunities available.

12:30 - Departure from Chappes Research Center
13:00 - Arrival at Inrae Crouel Center & lunch in the researchers' canteen
13:45 - Climate adaptation in wheat varieties

e Visit to the Wheat Biological Resource Center Webpage (ENG)

e Presentation of Pheno3C (climate simulator with mobile greenhouses) -
testing wheat varieties for climate resilience Webpage (FR)

e Presentation of Camelia project and initial results

e Agrivoltaics: vertical solar panels in livestock farming Webpage (FR)



15:45 - Departure for Theix site (20 km from Crouel)

e \Visitto one of the Herbipdle's livestock systems focusing on methane
emission reduction in cattle farming (animal, feed, and farm aspects)
Webpage (ENG)

18:15 - Departure for the Sommet de I'Elevage official evening

19:30 - Press conference and official evening at Clermont-Ferrand town hall
Cocktail dinner reception

21:15 - Transfer to hotel in Vichy

22:15 - Arrival at the hotel

Tuesday, October 7

06:45 - Breakfast

07:15 - Departure to Sommet de I'Elevage (only one shuttle!)
Presentation of the 2025 Sommet de I'Elevage in seven languages:

https://secure.webpublication.fr/241757/.brochure sommet 2025/

General presentation of the Sommet de I'élevage in:

e French: https://youtu.be/BX7VaECU84c
e English: https://youtu.be/VNadnovQ1AM

09:00 - Guided tour of the trade fair in English
Day at the fair (free time):

Official visits

Conferences (schedule to come)

Lunch in the press room or international club

Optional individual registration for farm visits organized by the fair

o O O O

18:15 - Shuttle back to Vichy (only one shuttle!)
19:30 - Dinner

Wednesday, October 8
07:00 - Breakfast and check-out
07:30 - Bus departure

09:00-10:30 - Visit to a family-run Charolais cattle farm. 150 ha, 83 cows. Meat sold
to local butcher shops. Herdbook Charolais registered - a quality assurance label.


https://secure.webpublication.fr/241757/.brochure_sommet_2025/
https://youtu.be/BX7VaECU84c
https://youtu.be/VNadnovQ1AM

11:00-12:30 - Visit to an American bison farm. Bison require large, multi-species
pastures. The 300 bison are raised for meat production, with direct sales of
processed products (e.g. terrines) at the farm shop.

12:30-13:15 - Picnic lunch

13:45-15:30 - Visit to a dairy farm with on-site processing. Production of 1 million
liters of milk/year with 110 dairy cows. Some milk is sold to dairies, the rest
processed into a wide range of farm cheeses, raw milk, cream, and yoghurts. The
farm is part of the “Bienvenue a la ferme” network, which welcomes the general
public.

16:30 - Arrival at Moulins train station for departures to Paris or Lyon

19:00 - Arrival at Clermont-Ferrand airport for 20:10 flight to Paris

Sponsors

Thank you to our sponsors - Sommet de 'Elevage, Limagrain, Inrae, and the
agricultural travel agency Agrilys - for logistical support.



